
 
 

MARICOPA COUNTY LIBRARY COUNCIL 

Thursday, January 16, 2014 at 9:00 AM 

Mesa Public Library, Red Mountain Branch, 635 N Power Road, Mesa, 85205 

 

MINUTES 
 
Attending:  David Court, Foothills, David Bickford Uof A COM Phoenix, Mary Villegas, Arizona State 
Library, Cindy Kolaczynski, Maricopa County Library District, Nita Mailander, Grand Canyon University, 
Carol Damaso, Scottsdale Public Library, Tracy Gray, Tempe Public Library, Heather Wolf, Mesa Public 
Library, Rita Hamilton, Phoenix Public Library, Sherrie Schmidt, Arizona State University, Kathy Little, 
Mesa Public Library, Kellie Gillespie, Mesa Public Library, Sarah Prosory, Mesa Public Library, Polly 
Bonnett, Mesa Public Library, Holly Henley, Arizona State Library, Mary Roberts, Peoria Public Library, 
Barbara Roberts, Tempe Public Library, Cheryl Kennedy, Glendale Public Library, Brian Heidorn, SIRLS, 
Carla Stoffle, SIRLS, Cristine Larson, Buckeye Public Library, Susan Irwin, Arizona Historical Society, 
Brenda Brown, Chandler Public Library, Ava Gutwein, Avondale Public Library, Joan Clark, Arizona State 
Library, Kim Eckhoff, Tolleson Public Library 
 

1. Call to Order & Apologies 

Meeting was called to order at 9:00am by David Court and apologies were extended for Heidi Speed, 
Youngtown Public Library, Nancy Reckard, University of Advancing Technology, Vinny Alascia, Arizona 
State Library. 

2. Introductions 

Introductions were made 

3.  Approval of Minutes of November21st 2013 with corrections to addition of Tracy Gray to 
Resource Advisory Group 

Motion of approval to minutes with corrections made by Sherrie Schmidt, seconded by Susan Irwin and 
the motion carried.  

4. Consent Agenda 
a. Treasurer’s Report 

Brenda Brown presented the current treasurer’s report with total funds of $6,284.34.  Brenda provided 
budget update:  Balance of 1637 that is not encumbered. Discussion followed regarding scholarship 
funds.  Motion by Sherrie Schmidt for stipend for first national conference with justification on how it  
 



would assist the applicant with the funds to be expended by end of the calendar year for $1,500.  
Barbara Roberts seconds the motion and the motion passes.  Brenda Brown motions that Sherrie 
Schmidt and Cindy Kolaczynski work on the scholarship and the applicant selection.  Rita Hamilton 
seconds the motion and the motion passes. 
 
Arizona Citizen Advocate - Brenda Brown asks everyone to please think of board members and others 
who love libraries and what they do.  Last year visited with 9 out of 11 of AZ reps.  Good way to get 
libraries on their legislative agendas.  Rita Hamilton, Cheryl Kennedy and Nancy Reckard will help Brenda 
review the applicants.  Becky Rapier went the last two years she is on Heather Wolf’s library board 
(Mesa).   

b.  TechTalk Report 

Vinny Alascia’s February report is on the website to review.  Discussion regarding attendance numbers 
at Tech Talk. 

c.  Continuing Education 

David Court indicates that he did not write up the committee requirements for Melanie Eden and will do 
so.  David’s Youth Services Librarian will be attending.  Unclear as to whether they met or not, possibility 
that they met this week or last week.  Deidre Ramirez is on the committee from Chandler Public Library. 
 
Cindy Kolaczynski inquires as to whether it is possible to have staff attend virtually.  Meetings are usually 
held at Burton Barr.   

d.  Electronic Resources 

Mary Villegas states there is no report from the Committee.  She discusses the RFP status.  The RFP for 
state wide databases is out.  Original close date was 1/21 but due to the holidays the RFP was posted on 
Monday with close date changed to 2/7.  She will post on the blog.  Responses will be reviewed on 2/10 
and then 2/19 or 2/20 and the Resource Advisory Group will meet to review vendors.  We can award the 
RFP but don’t have to purchase from them, so if it is not part of the base package we should be able to 
still purchase.   
 
Sherrie Schmidt asks if this goes on a state contract that everyone can buy, and is there certain spend 
amount and do libraries kick in money?  Mary says yes, right now we do cost share.  In the old model 
counties kicked in by population.  Moving forward, she doesn’t know what the model is going to look 
like.  Cindy Kolaczynski states that in MCLD has financed every public library in Maricopa County.   
 
Joan Clark states that the intention is to provide some form of statewide access to databases.  Mary 
states the pool of money last year was 1.1mill that everyone contributed.  This year depends on what 
people want and what is proposed from vendors.  Joan Clark states that the Ebsco contract ends 6/30 so 
hopefully this process will happen quickly.  Laura Stone is really pushing to get this done ASAP.   

5. New Business 
a. SIRLS MLS – Brian Heidorn and Carla Stoffle 

Sherrie Schmidt summarizes that the group had a wonderful discussion last meeting about the 
expectations post library school.  One item that resonated with Sherrie was the idea was that the service 
ethic that librarians that come through the program bring to their first job.  Sherrie asks Brian Heidorn 



and Carla Stoffle to speak about how that is part of the program and engaging people in a service 
program. 
 
David Court asks if Carol Damaso can state how the profession has changed and discussion follows 
regarding customer service, new applicants, initiative to seek out training and getting out into the 
community.  Brian Heidorn discusses some of the initiatives at SIRLS. 

 Trying to get students engaged with the community as early as possible, including helping every 
student who isn’t working in a library already in an internship and practicum.  We keep 
internship boards and we don’t fill them all.  They all don’t take these offers.  He is seeing 
progress with the newer group of students who are seeing this and fitting it in the curriculum 
and their life.  50% are distance (not in Tucson), 75% are online.  Only 8 or 10 are out of state.  
Coursework and learning outcomes are discussed.  

 Carla Stoffle states that they are working with Amigos and the State Library to link these 
experiential things to the course and say that these would enhance the knowledge you 
experience in the courses but you have to take the initiative to do it.  Some of these like how to 
handle the problem patron and are taught by front line librarians.  Discussion follows regarding 
internships, opening up real internship opportunities in libraries (not that just benefit the 
library, but are focused on the benefit of the student), Knowledge River students have required 
practicums, and anchoring the courses with pool of information professional that would fit into 
the curriculum at certain points.   

 David Court asks how many graduates have jobs and the answer is 75%.   

 Sherrie Schmidt asks if Brian can share the Higher Learning Commission outcomes with the 
group.  Brian states that they are driven very much by ALA requirements, they have 10 key areas 
with subareas as part of the accreditation process and it has recently changed to 12.  All 
students have to do a portfolio covering the outcomes.  Carla Stoffle suggests that as we 
interview their students that you ask them to include their eportfolios in their application. 

 Discussion regarding examples of outcomes follows, including resource discovery (basic 
searching principles, cataloging, online searching addresses this), being able to write and 
communicate which includes proposals (RFP course – writing and oral presentation).   

 Brian Heidorn discusses several new initiatives, including moving to new building.  Also, building 
in the teaching technologies we need, including live and interactive presentations for distance 
and online courses which reflect real work with virtual meetings and distributed work groups. 
 

6.  State Library Report – Joan Clark/Holly Henley 
 
OneBook 
Holly Henley discusses OneBook going digital and that a good response was received.  The 
submissions are being reviewed.  End of January we are going to meet for last round of judging 
with the intent to announce the winners around the Tucson Festival of Books . 
 
Statehood Day 
Joan Clark discusses Statehood day and the Polly Rosenbaum awarded to Margaret Maxwell 
that will be presented for her work on a wonderful history and who has provided permission to 
publish her material electronically.  Other awards are for the essay contest winners who are 
middle school and high school students who wrote on the topic of how technology has 
influenced your life.  Also on the program is poet laureate Alberto Rioz who will read a poem.  
More programs with Alberto Rioz will hopefully be planned at the Carnegie Center.  Joan 



encourages you to include the Poet Laureate in your programs if you have opportunities.  Also 
there is a national student poet Luis Lafaire and they are hoping to do a program with Alberto 
and Luis together. 
 
Also celebrating the 150th anniversary of the foundation of the Arizona Territorial Library, so 
Joan has challenged each of the branch directors to come up with an exhibit that will be 
displayed in the art collection room in the capitol museum to celebrate our history 
 
Arizona Digital Content Platform 
In addition to the statewide database RFP, Joan states there is another RFP for the digital 
content platform.  The server is at the Phoenix Public Library and needs development.  The RFP 
closes on Statehood Day and will support publishing Arizona content and Arizona authors.   
 
Legislation News on Capitol 
One item near and dear to State Library, Senator Yi is sponsoring the legislation for the funding 
again for the Arizona records repository.  Last year 700k was requested for system creation, as 
every day digital content that is part of the history of the state is lost.  It will take 3 years of 
development time and every year we miss the money we lose more records.  Asking for 1.4 mil 
this year and the difference is that the state IT group has required front loading of all the 
equipment and software purchases.  Also, asking for 5 additional staff that need to have some 
strong digital tech skills.  Senator McComish, who is the majority leader, has signed on.  Letters 
of support are welcome, please send to Senator Yi or to Joan and she will send on.   
 
First Things First 
Statewide there is potentially an upcoming impact on First Things First.  We don’t know what is 
going to happen now that governor has created a cabinet level on child protective services.  Cuts 
may happen that may equate to 45mil.   
 
Net Neutrality in Jeopardy 
“Federal appeals court in Washington, DC allows Internet-service providers to create tiered 
pricing for certain types of online traffic.”  Discussion follows on how on impact to users. 
http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/ruling-could-drive-fcc-forward-on-net-
neutrality/49477  
 
LSTA Grant Applications 
Holly indicates applications are due by 3/10.  Also, that the federal budget appropriation 
package if passed will increase the LSTA package. 
 

7.  Old Business 
a. Continuing Education Event 

 
David Court opens discussion on topics and requests working group for a CE event.  Discussion 
regarding embedded librarians and business incubators, Alexandria Network follows.  Carol 
Damaso, Holly Henley, Sarah Prosory, and Rita Hamilton (who will provide a Phoenix Public 
Library representative) will serve to organize the business incubator topic and 
 
Holly Henley and Joan Clark indicate that this may be possible to do this event in combination 
with the State Library and the CE committee.  Brenda Brown will speak with Melanie Eden 

http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/ruling-could-drive-fcc-forward-on-net-neutrality/49477
http://chronicle.com/blogs/wiredcampus/ruling-could-drive-fcc-forward-on-net-neutrality/49477


regarding the CE budget for MCLC.  The subcommittee for this event will report back at the 
March meeting. 
 

b.  National History Day Competition - Susan Irwin 
Nancy York Susan Irwin’s colleague is the state coordinator.  National History Day competition 
includes middle and high school students and the theme is “Rights and Responsibilities” this 
year.  Competitors write a paper, film, performance, or create a website.   500-600 students 
participated last year.  In April is state competition and 600k participate nationally.  One of the 
fun things with exhibits is that one from every state will be on display at the Smithsonian. 
 
Susan is hoping to partner with libraries for “Research Night – How to Use Primary Sources.”  
How can we partner?  What types of things can we do?   The other thing is we need judges and 
you don’t have to be history major.  Competitors present an annotated bibliography.  Discussion 
follows regarding partnerships.  Susan will put together summary of needs and will send out to 
the group which will help get the word out to set up programs at the individual public library 
branches. 
 

c.  Summer reading program 
Cindy Kolaczynski discusses the summer reading program.  This year is includes the great 
reading adventure, which is a digital aspect and readers will earn digital badging and still receive 
a book at the end of the program.  We will not be supplying incentives.  Game is in process and 
the literacy game is incorporated into the actual game.  This is a new concept for summer 
reading and needing everybody’s participating and promotion.   
 
Carol Damaso mentions that statistics dropped 40%, so the staff is wondering how to involve 
more readers, such as a national summer reading sign up day in the classroom.  Carol also 
summarizes a research project regarding summer reading and impact on school reading scores.  
They have partnered with ASU and have 1,700 participants for the study and are awaiting the 
analysis of the results.  Her library has made a commitment to expand the initiative further, and 
she would gladly share examples.   
 

8.  Next Meeting – Thursday, March 20th at 9am 
Cindy Kolaczynski states she can host next meeting at the new Goodyear branch which has a 
ribbon cutting on 2/28 and a new incubator space. 
 
Meeting adjourned 11:18am 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nita Mailander 


