
JOANNE’S RECOMMENDATIONS OF GOOD READS 
 
 

Brown, Pierce. Red Rising 
A class system based on colors is at the heart of this debut novel set on Mars, with a revolution against the 
ruling class of the Golds on the horizon. First book in a proposed trilogy, book 2, Golden Son, is out now. 
 
Diamant, Anita. The Boston Girl 
Author of The Red Tent sets her newest book in Boston, starting in 1900, and follows the life of Addie Baum, 
smart, spunky, and determined. 
 
Gilbert, Elizabeth. The Signature of All Things 
The author of Eat, Pray, Love returns to fiction with this sweeping story set in the 1800’s featuring Alma 
Whittaker and her love of mosses. 
 
Hawkins, Paula. Girl on a Train 
Let me just say:  Oh My God! 
 
Hickson, Joanna. The Agincourt Bride and The Tudor Bride 
Hickson deftly tells the story of a French Princess, Katherine de Valois, who becomes an English Queen, and 
eventually starts a dynasty, as seen through the eyes of her devoted servant Mette.  
 
Kendrick, Beth. New Uses for Old Boyfriends. 
Set in Black Dog Bay, a charming seaside town in Delaware (I want to live there), Lila (I want to be her) returns 
home to lick her wounds and save her mother from financial ruin by opening a vintage clothing shop (I want to 
shop there). 
 
Mandel, Emily St. John. Station Eleven 
This National Book Award finalist brilliantly chronicles the changes to everyday life, when a deadly virus 
decimates 90% of the world’s population. 
 
Przybyszewski, Linda. The Lost Art of Dress. 
There was a time when yoga pants and tank tops were not acceptable outside attire, a glorious time when 
American women learned how to dress thanks to the Dress Doctors. Non-fiction. 
 
Sohn, Amy. The Actress 
Peek behind the flashy curtain of Hollywood and you’ll see its lurid underbelly as you follow the rising career 
of ingénue Maddy Freed as she climbs the ladder to fame in this thinly disguised story of Tom Cruise and Katie 
Holmes. 
 
Swerling, Bevery. City of Dreams.  
James Michener would be proud of this big-shouldered saga of 6 generations of intertwined families, starting 
with immigrants Lucas Turner and his sister Sally in 1660 New York.  A four book saga. 


