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Once Upon a Now: Fairy Tale Redux 
Rebekka Jones – Scottsdale Public Library 

 
While Beauty Slept by Elizabeth Blackwell – related fairy tale- Sleeping Beauty 
 Elise Dalriss is an ordinary girl. But once upon a time, she was also the companion to the real 
princess who slumbered--and she is the only one left who knows what actually happened so many years 
ago. Her story unveils a labyrinth where secrets connect to an inconceivable evil. Only Elise understands 
that the truth is no fairy tale. 
 
Sleeping in Flame by Jonathan Carrol – related fairy tale – Rumpelstiltskin 
 Walker Easterling, an actor, moves to Vienna and discovers his capacity for both love and magic. 
Walker struggles with his magic while secrets from his heretofore unknown family threaten his new love 
and his life. 
 
Snow White Red Handed by Maia Chance – related fairy tale – Snow White (and others) 
 Miss Ophelia Flax is a Victorian actress who knows all about making quick changes and even 
quicker exits. But to solve a fairy-tale crime in the haunted Black Forest, she'll need more than a bit of 
charm. Book 1 of a fun new mystery series. 
 
Bitter Greens by Kate Forsythe – related fairy tale – Rapunzel 
 The story based on the real life of Charlotte-Rose de la Force is skillfully intertwined with a 
retelling of her most famous tale, Rapunzel. Charlotte-Rose dared to be different in the court of Louis 
XIV and was sent to a nunnery. It was at this nunnery that she first heard the tale of the girl locked in the 
tower. The Wild Girl, her second foray into fairy tales retold comes out in July. 
 
Fitcher’s Brides by Gregory Frost – related fairy tale – The Fitcher Bird, Bluebeard 
 Set in 19th century New York, this dark and creepy retelling of Bluebeard features three sisters 
who each marry a fiery preacher and in turn, disappear.  The youngest daughter Kate is left to discover 
what evil has befallen her sisters and attempt to stop it before it consumes her as well. 
 
American Gods by Neil Gaiman – related fairy tale – Norse Mythology 
 Upon his release from prison, Shadow, a widower accepts a job as a bodyguard and joins the 
battle between old gods  and the new gods of present-day America. Along the way Shadow will learn 
that the past never dies, that everyone, including his beloved Laura, harbors secrets and that dreams, 
totems, legends, and myths are more real than we know. 
 
Letters to Zell by Camille Griep – related fairy tale – Cinderella, Snow White, Sleeping Beauty, Rapunzel 
 This debut novel examines the conflict between fate and choice through the lens of fairy tale 
princesses struggling to match themselves to their story. This is not only an exploration of fairy tale 
themes, but also a look at friendship and what is takes to navigate changing relationships. 
 
The Gospel of Loki by Joanne Harris – related fairy tale – Norse Mythology 
 This first person account of the rise and fall of the Nordic gods of myth and legend is told 
through the eyes of Loki, the trickster. 
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The Step-Sister Scheme by Jim C. Hines – related fairy tale – Cinderella (and others) 
 Danielle “Cinderella” De Glas does not get to enjoy her happily ever after for long. Her step-
sister, still angry over losing the prince, attacks Danielle magically. Danielle and a host of other fairy-tale 
refuges depart on a quest to defeat the evil step-sister and save the kingdom. Part 1 of a series. 
 
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey – related fairy tale – The Snow Maiden 
 Jack and Mabel, a childless couple, move to Alaska in 1920 to start over. One night they build a 
child out of snow. While the snow-child disappears the next day, Jack and Mabel begin to glimpse a child 
in the woods who hunts with a fox by her side. Who is this girl? How does she survive? Can Jack and 
Mabel survive with her? 
 
When Beauty Tamed the Beast by Eloisa James – related fairy tale – Beauty and the Beast 
 Linnet, through a series of misunderstandings, is widely believed to be carrying a royal bastard. 
A duke decides she would make the perfect bride for his impotent son, Piers. Linnet is a beauty and Piers 
has a beastly temper. Will they be able to look beneath the surface and find their love story? One of 5 
fairy tale driven romances by this author. 
 
Fire and Hemlock by Diana Wynne Jones – related fairy tale – Tam Lin, Thomas the Rhymer 
 At nineteen, Polly has two sets of sometimes overlapping, sometimes conflicting memories, the 
real-life ones of school days and her parents' divorce, and the heroic adventure ones that began the day 
she accidentally gate-crashed a funeral and met the cellist Thomas Lynn. 
 
The Firebird by Mercedes Lackey – related fairy tale – The Golden Bird 

A young nobleman glimpses the legendary Firebird as it steals cherries from his father's 
orchards, and he journeys through a fantastical version of Old Russia to find the Firebird and fall in love. 

- Mercedes Lackey has also written a variety of other fairy tale stories like The Black Swan 
and many of her Elemental Masters series as well as her Five Hundred Kingdoms series. 
 

The Gracekeepers by Kirsty Logan – related fairy tale – Scottish folklore (multiple) 
 Set in a world where land is scarce and seas are vast, there is a sharp divide between those that 
live on land and those that live on water. After a storm, Callanish, a shoreside burial director, and North, 
an oceanic circus performer, collide, stirring up change, love and adventure. 
 
Gregory Maguire – Wicked series, Confessions of an Ugly Stepsister, Egg and Spoon, Lost, Mirror, 
Mirror, etc. Maguire’s fairy tale re-tellings are justly famous and he is one of the stars of the genre.   
 
Daughter of the Forest by Juliet Marillier – related fairy tale – The Six Swans 
 Sorcha, the seventh child and only daughter of Lord Colum, faces the difficult task of having to 
save her family from its enemies, who have bewitched her father and six older brothers while forcing 
her to choose between the life she has always known and a special love.  
 
Deerskin by Robin McKinley – related fairy tale – Donkeyskin  
 When her growing beauty begins to resemble her mother's too closely, Princess Lissar must flee 
her father, and, in doing so, she unlocks a door into a world of magic. With her loyal dog by her side, 
Lissar confronts her past and finds the strength to love. 

- Robin McKinley has written many fairy tale reinterpretations including her award-winning 
Beauty, Spindle’s End and Rose Daughter. 
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Uprooted by Naomi Novik – related fairy tale – Beauty and the Beast 
 A village on the edge of a malevolent wood is protected by a magician known as Dragon. But the 
price of his protection is a young woman from the village every ten years. The time of choosing is at 
hand and Agnieszka fears for her best friend. But she should save her fears for herself. 
 
Boy, Snow, Bird by Helen Oyeyemi – related fairy tale – Snow White 
 Boy flees her family and marries Arturo, becoming the step-mother of Snow. But after the birth 
of her own daughter, Bird, reveals a deeply held family secret, Boy acts the part of the wicked 
stepmother and sends Snow away. This novel  thoughtfully examines race, family and identity twined 
with classic fairy tale elements. 
 
The Witch by Jean Thompson – related fairy tale – multiple 
 This short story collection by National Book Award Finalist Jean Thompson explores archetypal 
themes in modern tales. These are not strict retellings, but the inspiration is clear and the stories are 
well-written and thought-provoking. 
 
Snow White and Rose Red by Patricia C Wrede – related fairy tale – Snow White and Rose Red 
 This retelling of the classic tale is fleshed out by an Elizabethan setting, alchemy and faeries. 
Blanche and Rosamund, two sisters who live in the forest near the border of Faerie, witness magic 
performed by two of the queen’s court. In their quest to reverse the spell and avoid accusations of 
witchcraft themselves, they manage to fall in love with a bear and a faerie prince. 
 
 
Fairy Tale retellings are particularly prevalent in the teen market and they can be great crossover 
recommendations. Some additional teen books to check out: 
 
The Lunar Chronicles series by Marissa Meyer 
Tales of Beauty and Madness series by Lili St. Crow 
The Goose Girl, Book of a Thousand Days, Rapunzel’s Revenge by Shannon Hale 
A Curse as Dark as Gold by Elizabeth Bunce 
Princess series by Jessica Day George 
Beastly by Alex Flinn 
Entwined by Heather Dixon 
East by Edith Pattou 
 


