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Purported old Chinese curse:  May you live in interesting times.  Wickenburg has had 
some interesting times recently. 
 
The Friends of the Library did not make their scheduled payment in November, and 
asked to be let out of their contract.  This put the library into an immediate budget 
deficit, to the point that in December one full-time staff person was RIFed and the other 
two staff people were reduced to 20 hours per week, leaving me as the one full-time 
employee.  We also changed the library hours to a Monday through Thursday, ten-
hours per day schedule.  This is to align with Town Hall hours, so that Town Hall staff 
can help fill in when library staff is unavailable.   
 
As I reported in November, voters in Wickenburg passed Proposition 456, which says 
that the Town will fully fund the library to be open at least 40 hours per week.  The Town 
of Wickenburg got opinions from two different attorneys regarding the legality of the 
proposition.  Both opinions said the proposition would probably not hold up in court, 
because there was no funding stream identified in the proposition, and the wording was 
not specific.  At their meeting on December 17, Town Council voted to ask a judge for a 
declaratory judgment regarding the constitutionality of the proposition. 
 
The Town Manager, Josh Wright, made a proposal at the Town Council meeting on 
January 7 to survey all the registered voters to determine how to proceed with funding 
the library and to end the controversy over the library.  We will develop a budget for the 
library that will help further the goals set in the Strategic Work Plan, Library Strategic 
Plan, and Ad Hoc Committee Recommendations.  This budget will include adequate 
staffing and programs previously missing from the budget.  The survey will describe this 
Town model and include the tax consequences for it, and will also describe the model if 
the library were to be run by Maricopa County Library District, and any associated tax 
implications.  The survey will ask the voters to choose between the two models.  Town 
Council agreed to the survey, so this gives me hope that there’s light at the end of the 
tunnel, and that the light is not a locomotive headed towards us.   
 
 


