
Maricopa County Library Council 
Minutes of the Meeting 

January 19, 2012 

 

David Court called the meeting to order at 9:38 am. 

Attending:  Susan Irwin, Sherrie Schmidt, Ava Gutwein, Holly Henley, Brenda Brown, 
David Court, Cheryl Kennedy, Cindy Kolaczynski, Hanna Bozhko, Karl Kendall, Carol 
Damaso, Clay Workman, and Ann Boles.  

Apologies were received from Heather Wolf, John Paul Lopez, Rita Hamilton, Chris 
Larson, Nita Mailander, Vinny Alascia and Jacque Doyle. 

The minutes of November 17, 2011 were approved as corrected. 

Consent agenda  

a. Treasurer's Report -- Brenda Brown one check paid $35.14 and earned .05 in 
interest. Sherrie moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report; Cindy seconded.  
Motion carried.   
b. Committee Reports – The Tech Talk Report was submitted via email.  See 
attached to the minutes. 

 Scholarship Update - Sherrie reported for the Scholarship Committee that one 
scholarship application has been received; more applications are needed.  The deadline 
for submission was changed to January 30. Hanna Bozhko reported on her scholarship 
trip to ALA New Orleans.  Note: the deadline was subsequently extended to February 
20th. 

State Library Report - Holly Henley reported for Janet Fisher that Janet is going to ALA 
midwinter today. The state library staff is busy with Centennial activities. A Native 
American village will be at the Carnegie for Best Fest; they are working on author visits 
and recording the books for OneBookAZ; they are working on the Centennial Summer 
Reading Program.  They are thinking of new ways to award LSTA grants to try new 
things.  The county librarians group has a task force working on a statewide database 
package and eBooks.  They will be gathering more input from all libraries as to as what 
they want to see in the package; there is still no news on hiring a new permanent state 
librarian. 

a. ALA Legislative Day - Holly reported that Janet will attend intro day on April 
23; she hopes that other reps can attend other days. MCLC can pay $1500 for a 
civilian attendee. Sherry moved and Carl seconded that we send out an 
application packet for possible representatives.  The motion passed. 

 

 



 

New Business   

a. ILL - Current practices, challenges & ideas for the future - Holly Henley  

There was discussion on Interlibrary Loan and how it affects and benefits 
libraries and patrons.  Sherry advocated for an ILL study rather than some type 
of pilot project. What are the best practices? LSTA funding for statewide projects 
could be used for a study.  The state OCLC contract up for negotiation; many 
libraries are continuing ILL solely to be eligible for LSTA funding; we don't want a 
legal backlash; the group asked Holly to report back to Janet that we would like 
the State to review the ILL policy and investigate the set-up of a best practices 
study.  This item will be on the next agenda as well. 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 15, but this is during PLA.  It was decided to 
change the next meeting date to March 22.  It will be held at Sunset Library in Chandler, 
at Ray & Rural. 

Individual library updates: 

SIRLS:  Jacque Doyle is working on getting the Dean or a rep to attend a 2012 
Council meeting, and is investigating reinstatement options for the open 
house/job fair function.  

Chandler - gone to priority based budgeting -- eliminating lower priority services if 
needed. no reductions foreseen this year -- Sunset Library remodeled -- 
electronic resources first six months circulated as many electronic as physical -- 
two part time tech trainers to help teach electronic resources. 

ASU - Sherrie requested training handouts. They purchased new furniture for 
different zones in the library for talking and quiet areas.  They removed the 
reference collection and are now shelving it in the stacks—so far, no one has 
missed it.  Some of the items circulate and some do not.  Students can make 
appointments with reference librarians.  They need long term preservation of 
digital media. 

MCLD - looking at a $1.8 million deficit this year. They completed the Litchfield 
Park & Fountain Hills Deweyless conversion.  They are enclosing a patio in Gila 
Bend.  The IGA with Gilbert is not yet signed; Gilbert has hired Toni Garvey as a 
consultant to help them decide if the town wants to take back the library.  In the 
middle of Orange Boy project. The Freading pilot goes live on January 30. 

Avondale – they have a new website for more of a virtual branch experience. 

Tempe—Adrienne Richwine announced her retirement and left in December.  
They now have an opening for a Deputy Community Services Director – Library 
& Cultural Services.  Tempe is working on their budget; there will be some cuts.  
They are doing eReader training in open walk-in sessions. 



Arizona Historical Foundation—AHF will be gone by the end of June.  Susan is 
working a few hours a week at the historical society at Papago Park in the library 
and archives.   

Phoenix Public Library – Karl read a thank you note from Toni Garvey; Rita has 
started as director.  They are cautiously optimistic about the budget, looking at 
some cuts but nothing drastic. Ocotillo branch closed for remodeling, and the 
project is on schedule.  They are doing eReader training; bought a package of 
eReaders for training.   Their LSTA project NOOK grant is going well, with the 
devices circulating successfully. They have not had any losses to date. They 
successfully partnered with Changing Hands for an event, hosting Chris Paolini. 

Desert Foothills – David is working on the budget, and hoping for another 
Materials Acquisition Project grant from MCLD.  The eBook consortium should be 
functional by March 8. He is participating in the Be A Great Boss bookclub 
through the State Library.  They partner with the Poisoned Pen on author 
signings, having Yappy Hour on the patio with patrons and their dogs.  Their 
Western Centennial Gala will be February 11.   

Scottsdale – they anticipate a flat budget. They have had no pay increases in 
three years and have taken a pay cut in the past.  The Civic Center Library has 
been renovated, and the main library is next for renovation.  They are doing 
Centennial programming.  They received an ALA award for their Gimme website 
for reading suggestions.  They offer one-on-one appointments for eReader 
training.  They asked how many libraries require a Master’s Degree for a 
Librarian position.   

Wickenburg – The JA Jance event is coming up.  They have been busy setting 
up the new bookshelves received as a donation from Barnes & Noble. Ann is 
also participating in the Be A Great Boss bookclub.  Gold Rush days are coming 
up, and the 70th anniversary of the library will be celebrated on May 5. 

Glendale – working on priority-based budgeting, looking at programs to 
determine what to keep.  They cut 5% from their book budget in January.  They 
are  hoping to implement RFID to help with returns. They have remodeled the 
circulation area to make returns easier. Their eReader classes continue to grow. 
They have a regular program of Authors at the Teague at the Velma Teague 
branch. Local authors have requested time to pitch their own books for five 
minutes each. 

Ann requested that in the future, everyone submit their library updates in writing prior to 
the meeting.  It was agreed that this is a good idea, and will be implemented beginning 
with the next meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:58 

 

 



Tech Talk Subcommittee  

MCLC Directors Meeting   January 19, 2012 

 

Opening 

Farewell. Due to changes in her position co-chair Melodie Moore has stepped down from her 

duties as co-chair. She has been replaced by Christina Ruiz from the Phoenix Public Library. 

Christina will assist with communications for the remainder of this year.  

Previous Meeting 

TechTalk met on Thursday December 22 at the Phoenix Burton Barr Library. The topic for the 

meeting was a look at various alternative social networks. Eighteen people attended the meeting 

that day. 

Upcoming Meetings 

Meetings occur on the 4
th

 Thursday of the months: October, December, February, April, and 

May. Join us for the following upcoming meetings: 

Feb. 23 – Consumer Expectations and New Gadgets (Loc. TBD) 

April 26 – The Downlow on Downloadables: Alternative eBook Competitors. (Loc. TBD) 

June 28 – Business Meeting (Loc. TBD) 

Budget Use Update 

Reimburse co-chair Vinny Alascia for renewing the MCLC.og domain for the director’s page. 

$35.14 

News 

Our blog / website continues to be very active this year. We will continue to use guest bloggers 

on a variety of topics of “tech” interest. Our blog can be found at 

http://mclctechtalk.wordpress.com/ 

Closing 

The TechTalk Subcommittee would appreciate it if the Directors would please forward meeting 

announcements to any library staff that might be interested in attending meetings. Please 

encourage staff to attend and try to make time available for them to travel. Most meetings can be 

reached by a 20-30 minute commute. If you have any questions or interest in the group please 

check out our blog or email us at: http://mclctechtalk.wordpress.com     

 mclctechtalk@gmail.com 
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